With the blessing of
| THE MOST REVEREND METROPOLITAN SABA Primate,

' ’ Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
and THE RIGHT REVEREND ARCHIMANDRITE JEREMY DAVIS
Archiepiscopal Vicar, Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
and THE VERY REVEREND FATHER FOUAD SABA, Pastor

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH of Cicero, IL,
joyfully and prayerfully announces the establishing of

Saint Katherine the Great

A MISSION of the ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE of NORTH AMERICA

FAQs


http://www.stkchurch.org/

Q: For What Purpose is Saint
Katherine Mission being
established in the Northern
Suburbs of Chicagoland?

A: The purpose of Saint Katherine
Mission is to witness to the
Orthodox Christian faith in the
Northern Suburbs of Chicagoland by
evangelizing the Orthodox and Non-
Orthodox alike. In addition, to bring
the Church closer to the people’s
homes in order to properly serve and
continue to grow the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Community.
With efforts for almost seven years,
and more specifically, over the last
two years, Saint George Church
established a North Campus Pastoral
Outreach Ministry that was a huge
success. Demands have grown for
more local community worship,
education and fellowship,
throughout the week, not just on
Sundays, and a more effective
ministry based on an ideal
clergy/laity ratio.

Q: Where is Saint Katherine
the Great Antiochian
Orthodox Mission located?

A: Saint Katherine Mission will begin
its ministry in Niles, Illinois. The
initial plan will be to lease from Saint
Michael's Orthodox Church, located
at

7313 N. Waukegan Road
Niles, Illinois 60714

The committee determined this
location will meet the needs at
present and will continue to monitor
and assess long-term needs as the
Mission’s work progresses.

“The Church is everywhere the Eucharist is offered in
unity with the bishop.” — Saint Ignatius of Antioch

Q: Will there ever be Sunday
Liturgy before it’s officially a
Church?

A: There will be Liturgies celebrated
at Saint Katherine Mission eventually.
Stay tuned to the announcements
and updated calendar of events at
www.stkchurch.org.

Q: Sacraments - Can we have
weddings, baptisms, or
funerals at Saint Katherine
Mission?

A: Aregistered and committed
member of Saint Katherine Mission
may schedule a Sacrament based on
availability and meeting all
requirements in preparation for the
Sacrament.

Q: If my family and I join
Saint Katherine Mission, does
this mean I leave Saint
George Church?

A: All canonical Orthodox Churches
comprise the One, Holy, Catholic
(Universal), and Apostolic Church
that belong to one another. Saint
Katherine Mission is an Antiochian
Mission and, therefore, all Antiochian
Churches and Missions are under
the same Metropolitan as one body.

An Antiochian Orthodox
family/individual should choose to
attend consistently in one place
where their spiritual lives are
nurtured effectively and as often as
possible, more than just on Sundays.
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To Missionize is to Evangelize
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Saint Katherine
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Q: What is a Mission?

A: A Mission is a Church in its earliest
stages. The mission of the Church is
to go out into the world and spread
the Gospel message, administer
Orthodox Sacraments, and reach out
with mercy to people in need. A
Mission Church is a community of
Word, Sacrament and Prayer, where
pastoral staff, officers, and members
are united in their commitment to
the Gospel-drive practice of the
Great Commission of Jesus Christ in
every area of ministry and life. In the
early stages, a Mission depends on a
Mother Church for support until it is
able to walk on its own and is
consecrated a Church.

Q: Who are the clergy who
will serve Saint Katherine

Mission?

A: Since Saint George Church is the
Mother Church of the new Mission,
the Clergy of Saint George Church will
administer the needs of the Mission
until the Metropolitan appoints a
Priest.

( Fall Pastoral Ministry of \
Saint Katherine the Great
Antiochian Orthodox Mission
Welcomes you in Worship, Education,
Dinner and Fellowship on:

Thursday, October 30
Thursday, November 6, 13, and 20
Thursday, December 4 and 11

\ from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. j

Q: How is the Antiochian
Archdiocese involved?

A: Saint George Church presented the
work of the past almost seven years to
the Metropolitan in the hope of
establishing more missions in the
greater Chicagoland area. The
Metropolitan gave the blessing for the
Archdiocese Department of Missions
and Evangelism to support Saint George
Church in this endeavor.

On March 11, 2025, Saint George Church
received a letter from the Department
stating:

“Brethren, you are a living body, and
your Church is a living body which
became a mother church, giving birth to
hundreds of church families throughout
the years. With the blessing of our father
in Christ, Metropolitan SABA, and his
guidance, and the observation and the
demographic study of the Department
of Missions and Evangelism, we place
before your eyes of faith the needs and
urgency of using your “rock” of faith to
build a new church family in The
Northeast side of Chicago (Hopefully in
Northwest also); a new living body of
Jesus Christ”

Department of Missions and Evangelism.

If you wish to support Saint Katherine the Great Antiochian Orthodox Mission, you may do so online at

www.stkchurch.org, or by mailing a check to:

Saint Katherine the Great Antiochian Orthodox Mission
P.O. Box 481179
Niles, IL 60714-9998
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Q: Does this mean Saint
George Church will close or
move from Cicero? What
will happen to Saint George
Church?

A: Saint Katherine Mission does not
affect the current status of Saint
George Church. The letter from the
Department of Missions and
Evangelism beautifully stated, “Just
as in the human body, cells divide in
order to ensure the health and
growth of the body, so it is with the
Body of Christ. The establishment
of a new church will spiritually
strengthen all the Orthodox
Churches in the Chicago area’”

Q: If people ask me if they
should go to either Saint
Katherine Mission or Saint
George Church, what do I tell
them?

A: Each individual and household will
need to prayerfully discern where
their spiritual needs will be best met,
and geographically what works for
their family schedules to remain

consistent and active members of the

Body of Christ.

Q: What does the Mission
need and How can I help?

A: The Mission needs faithful people
ready to commit to stability and
growth. You can help by attending,
sharing your talents, and giving.

Do you sing, teach, have tech
experience, can plan events? Please
reach out to a member of the clergy
to discuss how you can get more
involved! For giving, please see the
bottom of page 2.

Q: Will Saint Katherine
Mission take more of our
priests’ time away from
Saint George Church, as the
priests seem to be
overworked already?

A: No. Saint George Church is
currently overworking its clergy
because they are serving hundreds
of families in an ineffective and
inaccessible model based on
geographical challenges and a non-
ideal clergy/laity ratio.

The establishment of the mission
will bring more clergy eventually to
serve effectively on a more
consistent and personal basis, more
than Sundays and closer to the
homes of the faithful.

Q: How can I join the Saint
Katherine Mission?

A: Orthodox Christians and /or
inquirers may join by first attending a
service, Bible Study, or an event.

Please see the Mission calendar for
opportunities to attend, join the
mailing list, and register as a member
by visiting the website

at www.stkchurch.org.

Saint Katherine the Great
Antiochian Orthodox Mission

@stkatherinemission
Saint Katherine Mission

P.O. Box 481179
Niles, Illinois 60714-9998

www.stkchurch.org

info@stkchurch.org
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